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A.Introduction
 
In this vital matter of the Christian life it is common to hear it said that it is only in position or status that a Christian can be righteous.   We may have Christ’s righteousness reckoned to our account by God.   He lived the righteous, victorious life that we cannot live;  He kept the Law of God that we cannot keep;  He died to redeem us.    ‘There’s nothing more that I can do, for Jesus did it all’.   He came to save us from what we are and from the vain effort or trying to earn salvation by what we do (works).   We are sinners saved by our faith in what He did.   Obedience to God’s Law and our daily conduct are works and so cannot count in the end as long as we have made a real decision for Christ.
 
 
 
Half -truths are always more dangerous than falsehoods, but God’s word cuts through such self-deception:
 
‘If you know that Christ is righteous, then you know that everyone who is doing righteousness has been begotten of Him … Little children do not let anyone deceive you, he who is doing righteousness is righteous, just as that One is righteous.’  (1 Jn 2:29, 3:7)
 
Nevertheless we have become accustomed to revising scripture to fit in with our own experience:
 
‘By grace you have been saved through faith’ (Eph 2:8) – I shall be saved when I die or He comes.
 
‘If any man is in Christ he is a new creation’ (2 Cor. 5:17) – but others do not have my background and my personality problems.
 
‘Sin shall not have dominion over you’  (Rom 6:16) – but it usually does.
 
‘The love of God has been poured out in our hearts’ (Rom 5:5) – but I can’t love that person.
 
‘You shall be My witnesses’ (Acts 1:8) – but I’ve laboured for years with little or no result.
 
‘Being led by the Spirit of God’ (Rom 8:14) – but guidance is a problem;  I don’t know I should be doing.
 
‘If you have faith you shall …’ (mtt 17:20) – but it doesn’t work for me.
 
‘Blessed are the meek’ (Mtt 5:5) – but people will walk all over me.
 
‘My God shall supply all your need’ (Phil 4:19) – but I have a wife and children.
 
‘Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in My Name He will give you’ (Jn 16:23) – but God doesn’t answer my prayers.
 
‘God has set the members each one of them in the body’ (I Cor 12:18) – but I don’t know what y ministry is.
 
‘I came that they might have life … abundantly’   (Jn 10:10) but nothing much happens in my Christian experience.
 
We have become like the lost son of Jesus’ parable.   The Father has received us back from the dead.   He puts the best robe on us, a ring on our finger, shoes on our feet and assures us that everything He has is for us.   The tragedy is that we not only want to be just hired servants, but insist on being so!
 
It may be that we have never seen the truth before.   Sadly that has been true for so many of us.   It is all too possible to hear the Bible, read the Bible and even preach the Bible and yet never hear what God is saying to us (see Acts 13:27 and 2 Cor 3:14).   By God’s grace let us determine that it be so no more.
 
 

B.We are all under Law
 
When God tells us about life as it is in the world and as it is as a Christian in Christ, He talks about law and, in particular, the Law of Moses.   In reading these New Testament passages it is easy to thin, “We are not Jews, we have never been under the Law of Moses, so this is irrelevant to us.”   But when Paul wrote to the Gentile (non-Jewish) churches in Galatia and Colossae he described law as the ‘elementary principles of the world’ (Gal 4:3 and Col 2,8,20).    What God is telling us through His apostle is that in the world we are all ruled by codes of law.   There is simply no other way in which human beings can live together except under law.   If law is rejected in any country or community then we have a state of anarchy which soon brings that country or community to destruction.
 
 
Christianity began amongst the Jews.   Their law code was the law of Moses.   It is also the only Law in this world that has been given by God.   For these two reasons the New Testament has much to say about it.   It may not be our law, but inasmuch that all of us are under law in this world, God is speaking to us.
 
We may abide by the Law of Moses or by the Sermon on the mount.  We may uphold the Buddhist eightfold path or the Muslim’s five pillars of conduct.   We may do ‘the decent thing’ or ‘the done thing’.   We may follow social conventions or the law of conscience.  We may conform to a church’s traditions or to evangelical traditions (regarding witnessing, quiet times, teetotalism, dress etc etc).   We may be guided by the teachings or some great man of God – an Andrew Murray or an A W Tozer, an Oswald Chambers or a Watchman Nee, a Logan Brengle or a Mr North, a John Wesley or a Hudson Taylor, a Bakht Singh or a Zac Poonen or by the notes in certain editions of the Bible.   All these laws or rules of life (that are such in themselves or have become such to us) have in common certain salient features.   These features are seen most clearly and fully in the Law of Moses.  Scripture invites us to examine that Law.
 
(1)that we might understand and assess our own standard of behaviour by God’s standard;
 
(2)that we might understand why all law codes must ultimately fail us;
 
(3)that we may understand the kind of law that is required if we are to live the life of God on earth.
 
 
C.The Eternal Covenant
 
God has always dealt with men on the basis of the covenant or ‘arrangement’ then in force.   He made a covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, with Jacob and with Israel.   The Bible tells us about these covenants, but it also tells us that there is basically and essentially only
 
ONE ETERNAL COVENANT (Heb13:20-21)
 
The other covenants are temporary arrangements and adjustments from that eternal covenant (of Gen 17: 13, 19; Is 24:5)
 
	‘He has remembered His covenant forever, 
	The word which He commanded to a thousand generations,
	The covenant which He made with Abraham,
	And His oath to Isaac,
	Then He established it to Jacob for a statue,
	To Israel as an eternal covenant’ (Ps 105:8-10)
 
‘Christ purchased our freedom from the curse of the Law … in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.   The Law which came (at Sinai) 430 years later, does not invalidate the covenant (given to Abraham) which was previously ratified by God to Christ.   The Law does not cancel the promise.   If you belong to Christ you are Abraham’s offspring and heirs according to promise.’ (Gal 3:13, 14, 17; 29 of Lk 1:68-75)
 
The Law of Moses is the Law of God’s First or Old Covenant which He made with Israel (Heb 8: 7,13).   It was only ever meant to be a temporary adjustment from the Eternal Covenant for His ancient people.   In the present age the Second or New Covenant is in force (Heb 8:7, 8, 13; 12:240.   This is another temporary arrangement from the Eternal Covenant.  But the New Covenant is made in God.   It is a covenant between the Father and the Son (Gal 3:17;  Zech 6; 12-13) and is an arrangement for us when we believe into Christ in new birth.   Because it is in God it will merge into the Eternal Covenant and they will be seen to be one.   It becomes one when the redemption of our bodies completes our conformity to Christ (Phil 3:21;  Rom 8:23;  1 Jn 3:2)
 

D.The Purpose of the Eternal Covenant
 
‘The God of peace Who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of the eternal covenant, perfect in every good work (fully prepare you to meet every demand place on your life) that you may do His Will.   He does in you that which is well pleasing before Him through Jesus Christ.’  (Heb 13:20-21)
 
The purpose of God’s covenant is to bring us into all the fullness of God (Eph 1:7-12;  3:4-19).   We are not to study what the Bible says about the covenants in order to satisfy our understanding, but in that God’s word be fulfilled in us.   God’s revelation to us does not change us (Mt 16: 16-17;  22-23) until, by God’s Spirit, it becomes a revelation in us (Gal 1:16 with Acts 9 : 15-17).  Then the good news of our life – and the truth becomes our truth (3 Jn 3) – the truth about us.
 
 
 
THE Gospel must become MY Gospel

E.The Old Covenant
 
In our study of the Old Covenant we should expect to find two things:
 
(1)Basic patterns that are maintained in the New Covenant.  they will continue because they are based on eternal things.
 
(2)Inadequacies or defects (Heb 8:7-8) which point forward to the New Covenant. They point to the New because they are temporary adjustments from the Eternal Covenant which cannot fulfil its purpose.
 

The Eternal Covenant
 
 
 
The Old Covenant was an arrangement from the Eternal Covenant for ancient Israel.   In line with the eternal purpose, the essence of the Old Covenant is a supreme statement of God’s holiness and of the holy quality of life that He therefore demands of His people.   It is this that we know as the Ten Commandments.
 

E.	1.	The Ten Commandments are Covenant
 
The Ten Commandments do not form a moral code that can be taken in isolation.  They are part and parcel of God’s Old Covenant with Israel.   Exodus 20 is written as a covenant document in order to make this clear.
 
The passage begins by identifying the author of the covenant:
 
	‘I am the Lord your God …’ (2a)
 
Then the relationship between Israel and God is described:
 
	‘…. Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.’ (2b)
 
Finally the basic requirements and responsibilities of the covenant are given (3-17).   The Ten Commandments are ‘the covenant’ (Dt 4:13) or ‘the words of the covenant’ (Ex 34:28)
 
It is important to realise that we are dealing with a covenant for two reasons:
 
(1)The Ten Commandments – as an external written code – belong exclusively to Israel.   They are a covenant made with Israel.   Israel – and Israel alone – was God’s (Old) Covenant people:  they had been chosen by God (eg Dt 7:6-8;  14:2);  redeemed by Him (Dt 7:8;  9:26) and adopted into a family relationship to Him (Ex 4 : 22-23;  Dt 14:1;  32:6).
 
(2)The written code cannot be transferred into the New Covenant.   The New Covenant operates on an entirely different basis.
 

E.2	There are no ‘Ten Commandments’ in the new covenant
 
There is a long-standing tradition that analyses God’s Law into three categories:
 
	The ceremonial law – how to worship God
	The civil law – how to administer justice
	The moral law – how to live aright
 
The tradition teaches that the ceremonial and civil laws have passed away.   this is plainly tru.  the New Testament is inescapably explicit about the temporary and foreshadowing function of the sacrifices, Levitical priesthood, tabernacle and temple, and Israel’s sacred calendar (Mk 7:14-23;  Col 2:16-17;  Heb 9:1-14;  10:1-25).   The civil law lapsed when the State of Israel came to an end ifn AD70.  Our civil code is now that of whatever state we belong to (Rom 13:17;  1 Pet 2:13-17).
 
But, the tradition continues, the moral law (the Ten Commandments) lays down the great moral principles which have a continuing validity in the Christian era.  The Christian is to keep the moral law now (eg Westminster Confession of Faith, c. 19;  Calvin’s ‘Institutes’ 4, xx, 14-15;  Articles of the Church of England VII).
 
Sadly this tradition is a half-truth that is robbing many of the full experience of New covenant life.   The New Covenant was given to replace the Old (Heb 8: 7-13).   When the Bible then tells us t at the (Old Covenant) Law has come to and end (Gal 3:19-25), the whole law is meant.   The Ten Commandments, which are ‘the covenant’, cannot – and must not – be excluded.   THERE IS NO WRITTEN CODE IN THE COVENANT.
 
 

E.	3.	The Ten Commandments were not to be obeyed
 
It may come as a shock to those who endeavour to keep the TEN COMMANDMENTS to learn that God never asked, nor expected, Israel – the only people t whom He gave them – to obey them.   He has certainly not asked the Christian to do so.   At first sight that might seem to be an indefensible statement, but a little thought will convince us of its truth.
 
Negatively, the first two commandments demand that nothing else should usurp God’s exclusive claim on the lift of His people.   Positively, they demand (Dt t:5) that we should love the Lord with all our heart, soul and strength.   But this is all quite abstract.   How, in the nitty-gritty, down-to-earth reality of everyday life, is it to be done?   How are we to fulfil it in our families, with our possessions, with our time?   Should we withdraw from the world and its comforts into a life of prayer and self-denial?  Or escape from the world into a Christian commune?   Or become a full-time Christian worker?   Or ……?   How do we love God truly?   there was - and is – no consensus among men that could provide an answer.   Clearly God must explain His commandments and tell us how to love Him fully in all the changing circumstances of our life.
 
The third commandment demands that we do not bear God’s name in vain.   this refers not simply to the abuse of God’s name in profanity, but to what our behaviour tells people  about the God we claim to serve.  Our conduct must be consistent with the truth we profess.   Only God Himself can tell us what this means in daily life.
 
The fourth commandment reveals the folly of the neat analysis of the law into ceremonial, civil and moral law.  The Sabbath commandment is found in the ‘moral law’, yet it belongs at least as much to the ‘ceremonial’ and ‘civil’ categories.   Either way the New Testament teaching is clear.  The Sabbath commandments is cancelled by the New covenant, because, in the New covenant, we enter into God’s rest – a rest from our own works – which the Sabbath day portrayed (Heb 4 : 1-11;  cf Rom. 14 : 5-6;  Gal  4:  9-11; Col 2 : 16-17).   The Sabbath commandment is there in the Law because we it was an integral part of the Old Covenant.   The Sabbath was a sign of the Covenant.   By observing the Sabbath, Israel was telling the nations that the Lord was Israel’s God and that He had set Israel apart fro Himself (Ex 3 : 13-17;  Ez 20 : 12, 20;  Dt 5 : 15).  The Sabbath  (Gen 2 : 2-3;  Ex 16 : 22-23), like other commandments of the law (eg Gen 9: 5 – 6;  26 : 9-10;  29 : 9), was relevant before Sinai, but now it was given a special  significance.   It was ‘given’ to Israel (Ex 16 : 29), ‘made known’ to them (Neh 9 : 14).   It was a ‘time appointed’ b god, a ‘holy calling-together’ to worship Him (Lev 23 : 2-3) just like those of the Passover and Harvest festivals and that of the Day of Atonement (Lev 23 : 5ff).   How important it was that the people know HOW to keep the Sabbath holy.  But this the commandment itself could not tell them.
 
The fifth commandment likewise needs to be expanded.   our relationship to our parents changes through life.   We grow from a child to a young person at work, to a marriage and partner and finally to being a parent ourselves.   We need to know what ‘honour’ means at each stage of the changing relationship.
 
The sixth to tenth commandments also need explaining.   Both Old and New Testaments sum them up in the command to love our neighbour as we love our self (Lev 19 : 18;  Lk 10: 27-28).   the New Testament then raises one important  matter in relation to this commandment, namely, ‘Who is my neighbour?’   (Lk 10 : 29-37).   the meaning of the word ‘love’ also needs to be spelled out.   Do we love our neighbour by feeding him when he is hungry and healing him when he is sick?  Or by preaching the gospel to him?   Or by devoting our energies to the struggles of a liberation movement?   Or …… ?   The answer is not given by the commandments.
 
The Ten Commandments obviously cannot be obeyed as they stand.   If a person was asked to state the Law, he would, of course, state the ten Commandments or some summary of them as does the New Testament (Mtt 19: 18-19:  22 : 37-40;  Lk 10 : 27;  Rm 13: 9).  The Ten Commandments do express the whole aim and spirit of God’s Law (cf Mtt 7 : 12;  22 : 40).  But in daily life we need a detailed explanation and application of these laws to guide us.   For those under te Old Covenant these guiding instructions were found in the Book of the Covenant.
 

E.	4.	The ‘book of the covenant’ was to be obeyed
 
 
God applied and in measure adapted the Ten Commandments as a code of statutes and judgements that covered every aspect of daily life.  These are the laws that are set down in such detail in Exodus through Deuteronomy.
 
It was these specific instructions that God asked Israel to keep, not the Ten Commandments as such (Ex 24 : 3-8;  Heb 9 : 19-20;  c 2 Kings 23:  2-3).   To break these commandments was to break the covenant (Lev 26 : 15).
 
God made this all quite clear by placing the tablets of covenant (bearing the Ten Commandments) in the Ark where no-one was allowed to read them and placing the Ark in the Holy of Holies where no-one could go except the high Priest and He but once in each year.  It was God Who held the Ten Commandments in Himself  nd through His chosen leaders explained them and applied them for his people.
 
 
 
This, then, is the first thing we must remember about God’s covenant.   NO-one can keep the requirements of God’s covenant as they stand.   We must know how they apply to the situations and circumstances of our daily life.
 

E.	5.	Faith in the old Covenant
 
The second thing we must understand about the Old Covenant is that it was not against faith, but, on the contrary, operated solely on the basis of faithful.
 
The basic demand of the Old Testament is for a right attitude to God, ie for faith (eg Dt 6 : 5;  30 : 15-20;  Prov 3.5)    The requirement for faith can be seen in many different ways in the law.
 
Every seven years all debts were cancelled (Dt 15 : 1-8).   A loan given near the time of cancellation would thus really be a gift and potentially ruinous to the lender.   But the Law demanded that the flow of loans was not to be frozen.   God promised to put the matter right and bless the faithful lender (Dt 15 : 9-10, 18).
 
Similarly, no crops wee to be sown or gathered in the seventh year (Lev 25 : 4-7).   So what were the people to eat?   Only the man of faith could receive God’s answer.   God promised a bumper sixth-year crop which would suffice for three years (Lev 25 : 20-22).   Do we in the New Covenant respond to God’s greater promises with even this faith?
 
All the outward and material blessings that accompanied the Old Covenant were all promises whose fulfilment demanded an attitude of faith (Dt 18 : 1-14).
 
Even more than in these things, we find faith required is the sacrifices.   God promised to accept the offerer as he brought his sacrifice in obedience to God’s Law.   God would forgive him and ‘cover’, ‘pass over’ his sin.  The more discerning among them knew that animal sacrifices could never take away sings, but, on the contrary, were a continual reminder of sins.  They knew that their guilty conscience was uncleansed (Heb 10 : 1-4).   but in faith they believe what God said – that He no longer put the sins they were so conscious of to their account:
 
	Blessed is he whose transgressions is being forgiven,
	Whose sin is being covered
	Blessed is the man to whom the Lord is not imputing iniquity.’ (Ps 32 : 1-2)
 
When Paul tells us that ‘The Law is not of faith’ (Gal 3 : 12), he is not saying that faith was not required under the Old Covenant.   Indeed he is not arguing against the Old Covenant at all but against the erroneous teachings of Jewish religion (Judaism).   Judaism differs from the Old Testament and Christianity alike by teaching that.
 
(1)	The Law (torah) is the complete and final revelation of God’s will, and (2) the keeping of the Law’s demands is the means of salvation.
 
It is these errors that the New Testament writers are combating, not the teaching of the Old Testament.
 
The Old Covenant faith was real but partial (cf Heb 1 : 1).   It certainly extended to material blessings;  it certainly extended to the forgiveness and covering of sings, but did not extend unto life and righteousness (Gal 2 : 21;  3 : 21;  cf Heb 11 : 39;  1 Pet 1 : 12).  The Law was not against the promises of God (Gal 3 : 21), ie it was not against the faith that brings life (Gal 3 : 21 with 14).   The Old Covenant faith was always unto, and subservient to the one faith (Eph 4 : 5) that brings men life and righteousness and keeps them in it.   But while the Old Covenant was in force THAT faith had not yet come (Gal 3 : 21-29).   It had not come because Jesus had not yet been sent by God.   Only when Jesus had come, lived a life that surpassed every demand of God’s Law, died on the Cross, been resurrected and been exalted to God’s right hand, could He receive the promised Holy Spirit from the father and send Him to men (Jn 16 : 7;  Acts 2 : 30-33).   Then – and only then (Jn 12 : 24) – could men receive the faith of Christ, ie believe for all that Christ’s faith had now accomplished (Rom 3 : 26;  Gal 2 : 20).   Christ is the author and finisher (perfecter) of faith (Heb 12 : 2) and it is only in Him that we can move in the fullness of faith into all the fullness of God.
 

E.	6.	Obedience in the Old Covenant
 
The third topic concerns a teaching that hinders both true conversion and true Christian living.   this is the teaching that we are so weak by nature that it is not possible for us to keep God’s Law.  As unbelievers we could not keep the Ten Commandments;  as Christians we cannot keep the Sermon on the Mount.   We are also told that Christ died to save us from the wrath of God that is upon us because we have broken the Law.   The contradiction between these two teachings creates further weakness and confusion.   Thence also comes the feeling that God is a hard man (Matt 25 : 24).   Satan has always sought to create and encourage that feeling (cf Gen 3 : 4-5) and it cannot be denied that he has been very successful.   Few confess the feeling with their lips, but in their heart many think that God is like Pharaoh (Ex 5 : 6-19) demanding from them what it is not possible for them to do;  ‘It may work for others, but for me it is just not possible.   With my background, my personality, my weaknesses, I will never be really free.’   it is little wonder that so many professed Christians lack moral fibre and live lives so worldly and careless that it is impossible to distinguish them from unbelievers.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But God says that we can obey Him and, what is more, He assures us that we never will be free until we do:
 
	‘If you abide in My word (ie obey it all the time), then you are truly My disciples and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free … If the Son sets you free, then you are really free.’  (Jn 8 : 31-32, 36)
 
GOD HAS NEVER DEMANDED ANYTHING OF ANY MAN THAT HE CANNOT DO.   This was true of Israel under the Old Covenant and is also true – as we shall see – of Christians under the New Covenant.
 
God’s statutes and judgements were not too difficult for Israel, nor were they beyond their reach (Dt 30 : 22).   Israel could keep the Law, but would not (Neh 9 : 16-17;  Ps 78 : 8-11).   Further confirmation comes from the sin offerings.   These were given basically for situations in which people erred through ignorance of the Law’s demands or through inadvertence (Lev 4 : 2, 13, 27;  5 : 18).  The Bible everywhere takes for granted Israel’s ability to obey the Law.   Israel was punished because, having the ability, she refused to obey.   They did not break the Law because they could not help it, but because they wilfully refused to obey God.
 
The Law legislated for outward actions that were required or prohibited.   The Law was far from ignoring the secret thoughts behind the deed or the motives behind the action (eg Ix 20: 17;  Lev 11 : 44;  129 : 17, 18;  34).   Indeed the Law was given to expose the thoughts and motivations of the heart and thereby reveal sin for what it is (see Section G.3).   but as an external code Law can only deal with sins that come forth as actions.   It can deal with theft, but cannot touch us for the covetousness that motivates it.   It can deal with adultery, but not with lust.   It can deal with violence and murder, but not with anger.   Correspondingly the blessings and cursings of the Law also concern only outward material things (Dt 28).   The truth is that men could keep the Law if they wanted to.   Zachariah and Elizabeth ‘were righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord’ (Lk 1 : 6).  The rich young ruler could confess that he had kept the commandments from his youth (Lk 18 : 21).   Paul had lived with a perfectly good conscience before God (Acts 23 : 1) and was blameless as regards the righteousness which is in the Law (Phil 3 :6)   His hear-cry in Romans seven does not concern any violation of the tenth commandment that the Law specified, but was a cry for the inward holiness that the Law could not impart.
 
Through the Law, God exposes the antagonism (Gal 5: 16-18) between inward thought and motivation and outward word and action, but He did not then require the conformity between the two which He now demands under the New covenant.   He did not require it then because the Holy Spirit who accomplishes it was ‘not yet’ for men (Jn 7 : 39;  cf 1 Pet 1 : 12 and Heb 11 : 13, 39 with Gal 3 : 14).
 

E.	7.	The Old Covenant – Summary
 
We have looked at three features of the Old Covenant that are maintained in the New :
 
	(1)	The Old Covenant operated on the basis of faith.
 
	(2)	It was not the Law of the Ten Commandments that the people were to keep, but their application in specific commands for specific situations in everyday life.
 
	(3)	Israel could keep the Law.   They did not disobey because they could not help it, but because they wilfully refused to obey.
 
In the New Covenant, the Levitical priesthood is replaced by Christ’s priesthood ‘according to the order of Melchizedek’ (Heb 5:6) ‘when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also.’ (Heb 7 : 12)   This change concerns the weaknesses that are part and parcel of all external codes, but the pattern of God’s covenant is maintained.
 

F.	The Strengthlessness of the Old Covenant Law
 
What, then, was basically wrong with the Law?   The answer may come as a surprise ;
 
NOTHING!	
 
The Law is not opposed to the promises of God (Gal 3 : 21)
 
The Law is holy and spiritual (Rom 7 : 12,14)
 
The commandments are holy, righteous and good (Rom 7 : 12)
 
The commandments were unto life (Rom 7 : 10)
 
It is we who are all wrong.   We are of flesh and have been sold into bondage to sin (Rom 7 : 14).   When the Bible says we are ‘of flesh’, it means that we are not being led by God’s Holy Spirit, but are living according to our own natural will and desires (Rom 8 : 1-14).   To so live is to live in bondage to sin and to fulfil the will of that evil spirit, the Devil (1 Cor 12 : 2;  2 Cor 4 : 4;  Eph 2 : 2;  2 Tim 2 26;  1 Pet 4 : 3).   Because of the ‘flesh’ the Law is strengthless (Rom 8 : 3;  7 : 18;  Gal 4 : 9:  Heb 8 : 8).   Outwardly I can conform to the Law’s demands, but is powerless to deal with the motivations of a sinful heart.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For me the law is destitute, strengthless and useless (Rom 8 : 3;  Gal 4 : 9;  Heb 7 : 18) and Christ brought it to an end (Heb 7 : 12;  8 : 1-2;  Gal 3 : 19-25).
 
The weakness of the LAW 	was fivefold:
 
(1)	THE LAW WOULD ALWAYS BE INCOMPLETE
(2)	THE LAW COULD NEVER BE KNOWN BY EVERYONE
(3)	THE LAW COULD NOT JUSTIFY
(4)	THE LAW COULD NOT REGENERATE
(5)	THE LAW COULD NOT SANCTIFY	
 
F.	1	The Law would always be incomplete
 
The Law of the Ten Commandments was external to the people.   It consisted of generalities and lay lifeless on the tablets in the Ark.   In order for the people to live by it god had to apply it in specific commands for specific situations of everyday life.  But situations and circumstances change nad extensions of the Law and fresh applications are continually needed and of necessity always will be.   Israel began as a nation wandering in a wilderness and God gave laws appropriate to that situation.   Later they were about to enter the promised land and God gave new laws.   Then they were a more settled people under judges and later still under kings.   Each stage in their history as a people created a need for new laws which were then given.
 
the Biblical laws are never divorced from history and practice.   The special circumstances which led to the revelation of new instructions are an integral part of the record (eg Lev 10 : 1-209;  24 : 10-23;  Num 15 : 32-36;  1 Sam 10 : 17-25).   Moses was Israel’s first leader and God gave through him all the basic commandments.   He recorded with these laws their hostirical setting in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt and their period of preparation for life in the promised land (see Ex 17 : 14;  24 : 4;  7;  34 : 27:  Num 33 : 2;  Dt 31 : 2, 24;  32 : 46).   The Book of the Covenant is therefore often called the Bood of Moses (eg 2 Chron 25 : 4;  Mk 12 : 26).   But it was not exclusively his.   Joshua wrote in the Book the covenant he made at Shechem with its statutes and judgements (Jos 24 : 25-26) and Samuel wrote in it the rights and duties of a him (1 sam 10 : 25).   And so it should have continued.   Because the law is external to us and comes in new commandments to every new situation we can never know a complete law.   Jesus was the first person to ever fulfil the Law (Mtt 5 : 17) because the Law was within Him (Is 40 : 8) and in the Spirit all He did was an outworking and revelation-of its full meaning.
 

OPS/toc.xhtml
		Introduction

		We are all under Law		The Eternal Covenant





		The Purpose of the Eternal Covenant

		The Old Covenant

		The Eternal Covenant

		E. 1. The Ten Commandments are Covenant

		E.2 There are no ‘Ten Commandments’ in the new covenant

		E. 3. The Ten Commandments were not to be obeyed

		E. 4. The ‘book of the covenant’ was to be obeyed

		E. 5. Faith in the old Covenant

		E. 6. Obedience in the Old Covenant

		E. 7. The Old Covenant – Summary

		F. The Strengthlessness of the Old Covenant Law






OPS/js/book.js
function Body_onLoad() {
}





OPS/images/cover-image.png
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... that you mightbe flled unto all the fllness of God.” (Eph 3:19)
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